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To THE EDITOR & You Mauro joins gubernatorial race 

'Thanks'from the Rice Flag Corps 
We would like to thank the com- 

munity forpurchasing dessert plates at 
the Eagle Lake Knights of Columbus 
chicken fried chicken breast dinner 
Tuesday, Nov. 11. 

The proceeds will be used to pur- 
chase equipment and cover other 

expenses. 
The Rice Flag Corps will be taking 

part in Winterguard competitions 
April 3 and 4. The community's sup- 

port is greatly appreciated. 

Thanks again, 
The Rice Flag Corps 

What about another festival? 
Ring Services, Jewelry 
Repair Services, Ring 

Sizing, Ring Repair, Chain 
Repair, Bracelet Repair, 

Diamond & Colored Stone 
Replacing, Repronging, 
Retipping, Latch & Loop 
Buildup, Watch Batteries 

Changed 

K-D JEWELRY 
704-B S. McCarty, Eagle Lake 

234-5717 

In Stuttgart, Ark., as you enter the 
city limits, a sign reads, "Welcome to 
Stuttgart, Rice and Duck Capital of the 
World". 

During Thanksgiving week, about 
65,000 people pack Main Street for 
the "Wings Over the Prairie Festival". 

Circus tents Filled with vendors 
jam the street. They offer everything 
from duck calls to dogs. 

There is also a duck calling contest 

(where the World Champion Duck 
Caller has been chosen for the past 61 
years) and a Duck Gumbo Cookoff. 

Why can't Eagle Lake do this for 
geese and use the annual "Spirit of 
Christmas" parade as the kick-off on a 
Friday evening? 

Just curious, 
Eagle Lake resident 
Name withheld by request 

Four-term Land Commissioner 
Garry Mauro announced his candi- 
dacy for governor last week in Bryan. 
"Fifty weeks to victory, my friends," 
Mauro told supporters. 

The 49-year-old is the only Demo- 
crat so far to challenge incumbent 
Republican George W. Bush. Mauro 
said his platform would include: 

•Eliminating the 6.5% motor ve- 
hicle tax and compensating with 
higher "sin" taxes on tobacco, mixed 
drinks and liquor; 

•Ensuring that HMO patients can 
choose doctors; 

•Enforcing clean air standards and 
clean up toxic waste; 

•Investing $2 billion for school 
buildings, technology and a $5,000 
pay raise for teachers; 

•Enforcing the 22-student limit on 
class size; 

/f 
Let's Look Back... 

v 24 & 48 YEARS AGO 

^ 

J 
Jan. 18,1973 

The rare opportunity to make a 
snowman called for a bigger than usu- 
al production and a dozen or so young 
people from the community gathered 
on the lawn of the Fred. R. Frnka 
home on Melody Lane. Taking part in 
this project were Ann Sunderman, 
Jerry Fink, Janelle Bauer, Kurt 

By Dr. Eric R. Tepper, Podiatrist 

GET TO THE BOTTOM OF CALLUSES 
When you think "callus", what's the image that comes to mind? Probably a 

pairof hands toughened by hard workorplay. However, calluses are aboutequally 
common on the feet, often on the bottom of the foot in the area underneath the 
second toe. A callus usually forms in response to a bone that has pushed down out 
of alignment. While they are basically nothing more than patches of hardened, 
protective tissue, calluses can be painful. This is because the nerve endings on the 
bottoms of the feet are close to the skin surface and extremely sensitive. Calluses 
in this area can be excruciating, especially for people who must spend long 
stretches of time standing or walking. 

If your feet hurt, it's important to find out why. Following diagnosis, it's then 
time to formulate a treatmentplan which may consist of medications, orthotics, or 
surgery. Many foot problems evolve over time, from age, slow-growing medical 
conditions, improper shoes, physical stress, and muscular imbalance. Whatever 
your foot problems - don't try to cure them on your own - it's important to 
communicate with your doctor. We are now welcoming new patients at our offices 
at Rice Medical Center. Phone 234-5571 for an appointment. I am there every 
Tuesday. 

P.S. Never bum or shave off the tough skin of a callus. Besides the injury this 
could cause, it will not address the cause of the callus. 

Thomas, Dina Kohleffel, Glen Sun- 
derman, Jeff Frnka, Louis Sides, 
Griff Thomas, Wayne Winkler and 
Jacalyn Bauer. They got some assis- 
tance from Gary Obenhaus, Jerry 
Williams, Jeff Ware, Jim Gertson, 
Marsha Thomas and Melody Far- 
ris... 

James H. McClain of Eagle Lake, 
agent in the Bryan District office of 
the National Life and Accident Insur- 
ance Co., recently celebrated his 10th 
year with the firm... 

At the end of the fall semester, 
Mack Botard, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
L.E. Botard of Sheridan, completed 
studies on a degree in math at the Uni- 
versity of Texas, Austin. He is a 1969 
Sheridan High School graduate and 
was valedictorian of his class... 

The Church of Christ in Columbus 
was the scene of a double ring cere- 
mony Wednesday, Dec. 27, 1972, at 
11 a.m. with the Rev. Jerry Pearson 
officiating the union of Miss Kaye 
Elliot and Herbert Y. Kincheloe in 
marriage... 

Ronald Michael Meitzen, son of 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Meitzen of this city, 
has completed basic training at Lack- 
land Air Force Base. Mike is a 1971 
graduate of Rice High School... 

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Cordova are 
very happy over the arrival of a daugh- 
ter at Caney Valley Hospital Wednes- 
day, Jan. 10, at 2:45 p.m. At birth, the 
young lady weighed 6 pounds, 12 

Open a 

Savings Account 
beginning December 1,1997 

Funds Available Early In The Holiday Season 
Interest Earned - Deposit Books Provided 

For more information, contact a branch near you... 

Wallis State Bank 

ounces and was named Natalie 
Ann... 

Lonnie Flowers, 5-foot, 11-inch 
sophomore, was named Rice High 
School Raiders Cager of the Week by 
Coach Jack Grammer... 

William L. (Billy) Walker, son of 
Mr. & Mrs. Harrison Walker of 
Eagle Lake, was among the Texas 
A&M students to receive degrees at 
the Dec. commencement exercises in 
College Station... 

Graduate requirements were com- 
pleted by 452 Texas A&I University 
students during the fall semester. 
Among the graduates was Davis Ray 
Waddell, son of Mr. & Mrs. R.H. 
Waddell of Eagle Lake, who received 
his BBA degree. 

Oct. 14,1949 
Joe Schindler, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

August Schindler, lost the first joint 
of the middle finger on his left hand in 
an accident while using an electric 
jointer in the Ag Shop at school yester- 
day morning. He was treated at 
Laughlin Hospital... 

Billy Reading was chosen presi- 
dent of the local chapter of Future 
Farmers of America at an election 
Monday, Oct. 10. Other officers were: 
George Cason, first vice president; 
Ralph Payne, second vice president; 
Tommy Scott, third vice president; 
Martin Pape, secretary; Frank Tate, 
treasurer; Lester Herman, reporter; 
George Birdwell, Sentinel; Patrick 
Lednicky, historian; Stanley White, 
parliamentarian; and Edward Moon- 
ey, song leader... 

Eagle Lake adds another business 
classification to its list with the an- 
nouncement this week that the Eagle 
Lake Airport is dealer for Piper, Stin- 
son and Ryan aircraft, according to its 
manager, Tommy Pilkington... 

Mrs. R.T. Westmoreland, high 
school teacher, said the rock-like spe- 
cimens brought into the Headlight by 
Andy Seidel from the excavations at 
the Horton & Horton gravel pit are a 
teeth formation of some prehistoric 
animal... 

Miss Ernest Mae Seaholm, at- 
tending the University of Texas spent 
the weekend with her parents, Mr. & 

(See 24 & 48, Page 7) 

State Capitol 
Highlights 
By Lyndell Williams 

and Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Association 

•Putting more police on streets; 
and 

•Ending early release for felons. 
But the centerpiece for Maura's 

campaign will be his "Texas Families 
First" plan that would put more money 
into the pockets of taxpayers. "I be- 
lieve the families of Texas deserve to 
be protected from the tax man on the 
basics of life - no sales tax on shelter, 
transportation, food or medicine," he 
said. 

Mauro ties the cost of his educa- 
tion proposal to an estimated 4.3% 
annual growth rate - a projected $7.6 
billion - in state revenues over the next 
biennium. 

Loy Sneary 
running for 
Congress 

Pledging to take common sense 
and rural Texas values to Washington, 
Matagorda County Judge Loy Sneary 
recently announced his candidacy for 
Congress from the 14th District of 
Texas. 

"As a farmer, rancher and public 
servant, I want to be a voice for rural 
Texas families in Congress" said 
Sneary, who is running as a Conserva- 
tive Democrat. 

A rice farmer and cattle rancher in 
Matagorda County, Sneary is a recipi- 
ent of the Outstanding Rice Farmer of 
Matagorda County Award. He has 
also received the prestigious "Man of 
the Year in Texas Agriculture" Award 
from the Texas Agriculture Extension 
Service. 

Sneary stresses the importance of 
agriculture to the 14th Congressional 
District: "I look forward to working 
together with farmers, ranchers and all 
those in the local agricultural and bus- 
iness community to build a strong 
future for rural Texas", Sneary com- 
mented. An avid hunter and sports- 
man, he is a member of CCA and the 
Texas Trophy Hunters Association. 

He has served on the board and as 
president of the Matagorda County 
Farm Bureau, and as president of the 

(See Sneary, Page 4) 

Matagorda County Judge 
Loy Sneary 

Purchase a 1998 Grizzly, Kodiak, Wolverine or 
Big Bear 4WD and get a Warn 2000# Winch 

Rioux Farm 
Equipment 

711 E. Jackson El Campo 

(409) 543-6901 
YAMAHA 

2000 lb. Warn Winch. * Winch & Plou offers include any 1998 ( or new prior year) Grizzly. Kodiak. Big Bear 
4WD. Wolverine. Insiallation noi included. 

* ATVs w ith engine sizes of 90cc or greater are recommended for use only by those age 16 and older • Yamaha 
recommends thai all ATV riders take an approved training course. For safety and training information, see your 
dealer or call ATV Safety Institute at 1 -800-887-2887 • ATVs can be hazardous to operaie. For your safely: 
Always avoid paved surfaces. Never nde on public roads. Always wear a helmet, eye proteciion and protective 
clothing; near carry passengers; never engage in stunt riding; riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix; avoid excessive 
speed: and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. 

However, Sen. Bill Ratliff, R-ML 
Pleasant, has questioned Maura's 
proposal, saying the $7.6 billion is 
probably closer to $3 billion or $3.5 
billion "in actual general revenue dis- 
cretionary money." 

If so, Maura's projections are in- 
deed optimistic. 

Ratliff is chairman of the Senate 
Finance Committee and former chair- 
man of the Senate Education Commit- 
tee. 

Recertification Dropped 
Jim Nelson, chairman of the State 

Board for Educator Certification, said 
he will abandon a plan that would 
require current teachers to be recerti- 
fied every five years. 

"I didn't know people felt so 
strongly about lifetime certification 
and the meaning of it," Nelson was 
quoted by the Austin American- 
Statesman. 

Nelson's 15-member board will 
vote Jan. 9 to change the proposal 
requiring all Texas teachers to take 
150 hours of training over five years to 
maintain their teaching licenses. 

The board continues, however, to 
favor renewal requirements for new 
teachers who obtain licenses after the 
vote. 

PUC Files Legal Brief 
The Public Utility Commission of 

Texas Filed a brief last week asking a 
federal court in Wichita Falls not to 
overturn a section of a federal law that 
keeps Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. out of the long-distance business 
until it has competition for local serv- 
ice. 

The commission said the restric- 
tion is needed to protect consumers. 

The brief is directly opposite to 
one filed by Attorney General Dan 
Morales, who argued that consumers 
would benefit if Southwestern Bell 
could enter the long-distance market. 

Doctors Fight Takeovers 
A group of doctors and nurses in 

Texas is organizing to push for a 
"moratorium on for-profit takeovers 
of hospitals, insurance plans, HMOs 
and physicians' practices." 

The Texas Ad Hoc Committee to 
Defend Health Care lists Dr. Ron An- 
derson, CEOof Dallas' ParklandHos- 
pital, among its early supporters. 

The group plans a series of teach- 
ing and meetings in hospitals, clinics, 
HMOs, nursing and medical schools 
to discuss health-care trends in Texas. 

A similar ad hoc committee in 
Massachusetts had more than 2,000 
signatures on its "call for action" ear- 
lier this year. The doctors rebelled 
against what they call the "industriali- 
zation of medicine." 

Other Capital Highlights 
•Austin real estate broker Gary 

Dugger is the first Democrat to de- 
clare his candidacy for Texas Railroad 
Commission. Dugger, a political nov- 
ice, whose father, Ronnie, founded the 
Texas Observer, pledged to make the 
agency more accountable to voters. 
He said the commission is too close to 
the oil and gas industry and "a blatant 
gentlemen's club." 

•The Texas attorney general's of- 
fice has sued a Harlingen nursing 
home in the death of a patient who 
wandered away from the facility and 
was found dead. The lawsuit against 
Retama Manor Nursing Center ac- 
cused the home of inadequately super- 
vising 75-year-old Gloria Valadez. 
The attorney general's office is seek- 
ing civil penalties of up to $10,000. 

•State District Judge John Dietz of 
Austin has refused to block rules ap- 
proved by Insurance Commissioner 
Elton Bomer that will require work- 
ers' compensation insurers to return 
$195.3 million in surplus premiums to 
policy holders. Dietz refused to grant 
a temporary injunction blocking the 
new rules because insurers had failed 
to show they would probably win the 
suit 

Bible Verse 
of the Week 
"Be joyful always; pray 

continually; give thanks in 
all circumstances, for this is 
God's will for you in Christ 
Jesus." 

-1 Thessalonians 5:16 

Submitted by Neddy Phillips 

Call Crime Stoppers • 234-5555 • It Pays Rewards 


